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INSPIRE offers sessions uniquely relevant to church

leaders seeking to understand how best to minister

to those in their stewardship. Discounted

registration is available for both in-person and

virtual attendance.

INSPIRE features keynote sessions and a host of

topical breakout sessions facilitated by church

leaders, scholars and mental health professionals as

well as individuals who personally experience same-

sex attraction or gender identity issues and are

striving to live their lives in accordance with the

teachings of  The Church of  Jesus Christ of  Latter-

day Saints.

Reduced price conference tickets for

Church Leaders

Qualifications include:

Currently serving in a role of  ministry to others

(i.e., any stake or ward leadership or support

callings, including presidencies, teachers and

church employees, etc.)

Do not identify as SSA/GI/LGBT yourself

List your position of  current service, ward, and

stake on the registration form

Developing Understanding Among

Church Leadership

As a church leader, counseling with individuals who

experience same-sex attraction or gender identity

issues, you may wish to better understand the unique

challenges and opportunities these individuals and

their families are facing.

North Star offers a forum to engage in an open,

candid dialogue leading to greater understanding,

compassion and empathy. Learn how to offer

support, to discuss sensitive subjects, discover faith-

promoting resources, and understand how you can

help foster a culture of  love and support within your

congregations.

You will come away with insight from Latter-day

Saints who personally experience same-sex attraction

or gender identity issues and are seeking to live their

lives in accordance with gospel principles. We have

the greatest respect for established church doctrine,

and North Star can be a resource in building bridges

of  understanding.



Dr. Emily is a certified
mediator, developmental
psychologist, author, and
mother of five. After
completing her Ph.D. at
Brigham Young University,
she served Utah Valley
University as the ombuds and
assistant director of conflict
resolution. She is currently
conducting postdoctoral
research with Baylor
University and the COST
Project based in Europe,
expanding her expertise at
the intersection of
psychology, health, and
conflict resolution.

North Star International's mission is to be a faith-affirming resource for Latter-day Saints navigating
sexual orientation and gender identity who desire to live in harmony with the teachings of Jesus

Christ and the doctrine and values of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

2026 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

DR. EMILY DE
SCHWEINITZ TAYLOR

North Star is an Independent Advocate with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Dennis is a bestselling author,
keynote speaker, and faith
communicator whose
journey from protest to
discipleship has resonated
with audiences nationwide. A
gay Latter-day Saint convert
baptized in 2017, Dennis
shares a Christ-centered
message of faith, belonging,
and covenant discipleship.
He is the author of Is He
Nuts? and Scripture Up and
is known for his unwavering
testimony of Jesus Christ
and the power of choosing
faith, even when the path is
not easy.

DENNIS SCHLIECHER

Jeff is a co-founder of North
Star, where he has served as
Treasurer, President, and
currently serves as Chairman
of the Board of Directors. He is
an IT and real estate
professional, a marriage and
family therapist, and a writer
whose work has been
published in the Liahona,
Deseret News, New York Post,
Public Square Magazine ,
Meridian Magazine, and the
book Voices of Hope. A
lifelong member of the Church,
he lives in the Salt Lake Valley
with his wife of 22 years, their
teenage son and two dogs.

Josh studied computer
science at UC Berkeley and
was the founder and/or CEO
of several tech companies
related to data storage and
education technology. Josh
has many hobbies, including
restoring old military vehicles,
combat robotics,
astrophotography, welding,
machining and
archaeometallurgy. Josh is
retired from the tech industry
and now serves as the
Executive Director of the B. H.
Roberts Foundation, a 501c3
non-profit that is dedicated to
education and research
related to The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.

JOSH COATES JEFF BENNION
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Suicide Prevention Training
This training is free to anyone who wishes to attend. It is held on
Thursday, February 26, prior to the conference opening social. 
Location: 4917 South, Viewmont Street (2085 E.), Holladay, UT
84117, in the Relief Society Room.


